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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HOLDING).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 17, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GEORGE
HOLDING to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

FUNDING AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, today the
House Budget Committee will reveal
the budget for fiscal year 2016. That
budget will contain more money for Af-
ghanistan, which is why I am speaking
on the floor today. Afghanistan is an
absolute waste of taxpayer money. It is
a true graveyard of empires.

Mr. Speaker, just 2 years ago, I was
speaking on the floor about a New
York Times article titled, ‘‘Karzai

Says He Was Assured CIA Would Con-
tinue Delivering Bags of Cash.” I will
quote from that article again today:
“The CIA money, Mr. Karzai told re-
porters, was ‘an easy source of petty
cash,” and some of it was used to pay
off members of the political elite and a
group dominated by warlords.”

This past Sunday, an article was pub-
lished in a Raleigh, North Carolina,
paper titled, ‘‘CIA Cash Helped to Re-
fill Al Qaeda Coffers.” According to the
article: “The CIA contribution to al
Qaeda’s bottom line was just another
in a long list of examples of how the
United States, largely because of poor
oversight and loose financial controls,
has sometimes inadvertently financed
the very militants’ who have been kill-
ing American soldiers. Finally, the ar-
ticle stated: ‘“The cash flow has slowed
since a new Afghan president, Mr.
Ghani, assumed office in September,
Afghan officials said, but they added
that cash was still coming in.”

For at least 5 years, it has been re-
ported that cash from the TUnited
States has been funneled to the Afghan
Government through the CIA as a sort
of slush fund, and some of that money
has made its way to al Qaeda. This is
only one example of the waste, fraud,
and abuse in Afghanistan, yet the cur-
rent administration has obligated the
American taxpayer and soldier to 9
more years in Afghanistan, without
even a debate on the floor of the House.

Let me remind the House: Al Qaeda
is our enemy. Congress owes the Amer-
ican people and the soldiers a debate to
end this failed policy.

Mr. Speaker, after over $685 billion in
taxpayer dollars, blood, and limbs lost
in Afghanistan, it is time to stop the
waste, fraud, and abuse of American
taxpayer money there and to start re-
allocating that money right here in
America to help our veterans, to help
the infrastructure of America, and to
help our children, America’s future.
Why are we spending this kind of

money in Afghanistan that is abused
and wasted and used to kill American
soldiers? I do not understand it, Mr.
Speaker.

Our debt is over $18 trillion. When
President Clinton left office in the year
2000, our debt was $56.6 trillion. Today,
it is over $18 trillion in debt, and we
are going to continue with 9 more
years of waste, fraud, and abuse in Af-
ghanistan. We, in Congress, owe the
American people a debate.

With that, Mr. Speaker, before clos-
ing, I will ask God to please bless our
men and women in uniform. God,
please bless the families who have
given a child dying for freedom in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. And I will ask God
to please bless the President and the
House and the Senate, that we will do
what is right in the eyes of God for
God’s people today and God’s people to-
Mmorrow.

——————

HONORING TED FOWLER ON HIS
RETIREMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BUCK). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. HOLD-
ING) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of Ted Fowler, who re-
cently retired from a storied career at
one of North Carolina’s and, indeed,
one of America’s famous dining estab-
lishments, Golden Corral.

An inspirational leader, Ted retired
after nearly 40 years at the helm of
Golden Corral. A humble yet enthusi-
astic man, Ted is a relentless compet-
itor who achieved great success by
demonstrating tireless commitment to
his company, employees, and cus-
tomers.

Ted joined the Golden Corral family
not long after its first restaurant
opened in 1973. He oversaw the expan-
sion of the franchise from a one-family
steakhouse in Fayetteville, North
Carolina, to over 500 restaurants na-
tionwide. This includes operations in 41
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